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Donald Worster: Environmental history is the interaction
between human cultures and the environment in the past




What Is Political Ecology?

 PE can be defined simply as the study of
the ecological distributional conflicts (J.
Martinez Alier)

PE aims to analyze the role of power in
mediating the relations among diverse
Interest groups and/or social/cultural actors.
Such power Is manifest in the relative
abilities of actors to control access to and
use of environmental resources, to transfer
environmental risk to other actors, and to
affect certain policies and projects




Looking for a common ground

» Seeing like a protester/or seeing nature
through the lens of conflict

e Social appropriation and power relations




Environmental Justice

LaRes — Landscapes of
Resistance

Science, Power, and Environmental

Conflicts in the Struggle over Garbage and
Incinerators in

Contemporary Naples, Italy
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Chronology

2001
All zlong the 80ies 08
The president of Region,
Commissioner in charge of the The government issued the decree no.
waste emergency signed the 90, accarding t him the protests taking
contract, which, contrary to the law, place in the vicinity of landfills,
sllowed to the corporation to store incinerators or any plant related to
the eco-balls irefuse =derive fuel} in waste management became a

the region. penal felamny.

&n iflegal joint venture among
Camorra, state apparatus and
enterprises of the north of Haly
started to use Campania land
as the ulbmate disposing site
of hazardous waste

1294

Mational government declared the
"state of emergency,” creating a
special agency: “Committes for the EF £ 3

% " clash among citizens and police
Waste Emergency in Campania 4

: happened. The pericd of harsh

entrusted to solve the problem ;
repression started.

200

Im Acerra, the city where the
incinerator has to be build, a big

The Commissioner tried to re-
open the old landfill of Painura a
district of Maples. For different
reazon either the citiizens nar
the camorra wanted it. The big

Lancet Oncology published the
article titled: the triangle of
death, which correlated illzgal

Commissioner for waste emergency
in Campania issue a public tender

Tal R LR e G Al 2 dumps and the diffusion of some 3 3
management of the waste facilities. |00 o vumours in the ares clash with police transform the

FIBE, a consortium of talian and waste mergency in Campania in a
-
Judicial power closed landfills around Acerra.

German enterprises won the tender internatinal case
because exhausted orillegal

1998 200
Early in the "90s 2007




-N('aw York Times 2007




Guardian 2010




CNN Europe 2008




EJ made In Naples?

Unequal distribution risks and benefits
Sacrifice zones

Path of least resistance

Denial strategy

Exclusion of people from decision process




The framework

 EJ In the European context: what is new?
race; class; political parties; religion

e Science and politics: militant experts,
objective science, and the building of the
acceptable truth

* Narratives of conflicts and the making of
resisting communities




Methodology

Historical methodology (critique of
sources, long term perspective,
narrative approach)

Bottom-up and “participant observing”
approach (Cattaneo; D’Alisa)

“Strong objectivity” (Harding)
Action research (?)




Problems or a research In Iits
making

“There Is this guy from Stanford who wants to make
Interviews. Who is this yankee?” (Anonimous, but S.)

ne inte
ne sus

ne embedded researcher
ne activist

lectual

nicious guy from the US




Problems or
a research in its making

“I curse all of you for what you are doing to
our land and our children! You and your
children must be cursed forever!” (M.)

Gender
Curse
Land

Children




“No, that was not politics. | was there through
the church” (T.)

Just regular houswifes?

Self narratives
Genderizing politics

Rhetorical tool




“The picket became a open air home. | loved spend
the Sundays there. | have made so many friends (A.)

“The town is very small so to discredite the movment they
started a romour that | was gay” (Anonymous)

e The rhetoric of community

e |s there a community or Is It a creation
coming from the conflict?

* Placed based struggles against the
Empire (or cosmopolitan communities?)




“we have already payed our price” (L.)

e Giugliano has payed a high price to the crisis
39 landfills (27 with toxic waste)

Facing the emegency the CWE has opened 6
dumps for 8,829,727 tons.

 Abnormalities in the mortality rates due to cancer
lung, pleura, larynx, bladder, liver, and
encephalic, as well as due to circulatory diseases
and diabetes




Towards an envoronmentallsm of marglnals

Environmentalism of the poor

Environmental Justice
Movement

Defining what is marginal; who is
marginal

Spatial/gender/social category




